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				The self-modifying PDF ready for prime time
Published by Kaveh on June 15, 2014June 15, 2014


When uploading PDFs of publications on their web sites, publishers have several dilemmas:

	Do they embed vivid, RGB images, best for online use, or CMYK, which are optimized for printing?
	What if a user has a black and white printer? Does the publisher provide a crisp “line-art” version of the PDF for the best monochrome output?
	Should links be a second colour (best for online use) or pure black (best for print)?


The answer is either a compromise, i.e. to upload one PDF that is reasonably good for all uses, or to create two or more PDFs, one for online reading, one for colour printing, etc. To address this problem, our Ideas Lab came up with a suggestion of a PDF for all uses, namely one with a menu “baked” into every page, which can transform the PDF as required. Well, our talented team came up with the goods!

The technologies we used were JavaScript (which is built into Acrobat Reader) and a rarely used feature of the PDF file, namely layers, or “Optional Content Groups” (OCGs). Needless to say, our self-modifying PDFs are created fully automatically from the source XML. Here is a screenshot of the “baked-in” menu in use.
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														ProofCheck – Setting the standard in author proof correction													
												

												As Apple executives say, “we are really, really excited” to share something with you. For quite a while we have been working on replacing the traditional method of sending PDFs to authors, and receiving annotations. Read more…
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														RVFormatter – XML to PDF automatically and on demand													
												

												Automatically generated PDFs have always been around, but the quality has generally not matched those created by a skilled operator, using a dedicated pagination system. Well, our pagination “engine” is TeX, which can be triggered Read more…
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														Batch Commander launched at TUG 2014													
												

												Some 10 years ago, we started a programme to create a graphical front end for LaTeX￼. This was a tall order, but version 1 was announced at the TeX Users Group meeting in Portland, Oregon. Read more…
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